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In mid-December 2008, over 600 guests and the local media gathered at the Sacra-
mento Radisson hotel to recognize the luminaries whose visionary leadership evolved 
the Greater Sacramento Urban League from its founding to present day.  The after-
noon foretold of past and present  victories, and the challenges which evolved the 
Greater Sacramento Urban League defining its relevance and success of today for 
service to grass root, urban communities  spanning forty years.  From humble begin-
nings, the first headquarters office located on in Oak Park is now represented by 
ownership of  a 28, 000 square foot custom state-of-the-art facility housing five com-
puter labs, on-site childcare and SETA One-Stop Career Center located in North 
Sacramentoôs, Del Paso Heights. The early League was an active partner for progress 
with area corporations and businesses. In 1968, advocates for economic development 
and equal opportunity in work-
force development were a 

necessity to the growth in urban communities of color. Today, 
building an educated, job-ready workforce is a mainstay to the 
advancement of economic growth throughout the region. ñOur 
vision, strength, and determination to bridge the gap between 

business and low-to-moderate income 
populations are the impetus to our successò, states 
President James C. Shelby, a seventeen year vet-

eran of the Sacramento affiliate.  The 40th 
Anniversary Protest to Progress Lunch-
eon was an afternoon portrayal and pictorial 
anthology commemorating the economic impact of four decades of local Urban League leadership, a retrospective of historic ac-
complishments in advocacy, economic parity, community education, and equal opportunity.  To ensure the future existence of the 
Greater Sacramento Urban League for th next forty years, Intel Corporation supported the 40th celebration as the lead gift donor. 
Substantial anniversary contributions we made by long-time Urban League sponsor Wells Fargo, Comcast and Urban League 
founding companies PG&E and SMUD.  Significant  support was also presented by Wal-Mart, Eli Lilly USA and founding compa-
nies Teichert Construction and AT&T.  Amid numerous luminary award presentations the League was presented with official reso-
lutions by Congresswoman Doris Matsui, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, Senate President Darrell Steinberg, Assemblyman 
Dave Jones, City of Sacramento Mayor 
Kevin Johnson, County Supervisor Roberta 

MacGlashan, the Cities of Citrus Heights, Elk Grove and Folsom .  After four 
decades, GSUL remains as the only private workforce development agency 
operating to prepare low-to-moderate income communities of color for the 
global workforce providing economic benefits to the State, City, and County. 

More than 296,000 individuals 
and families have benefit. work. 
Every ex-offender educated, 
trained and place in full time 
employment, constitutes a tax 
savings to the State of California 
and taxpayers at a rate of 
$40,000 per year. Knowing of the 
many new challenges of the 
current economy, there remains 
an ever-growing need for contin-
ued engagement.  

Members of the Urban League Board of Directors gathered to 
support the occasion. Top photo L-R: Ken Larson of KL 
Consulting and Chevo Ramirez of Wells Fargo.  Lower Left 
photo L-R: Jeff Holden of Clear Channel; Urban League 
President James Shelby and Dana Garel of Eli Lilly USA.  Right 
Photo L-R: Chet Hewitt of Sierra Health Foundation, former 
Board member; Michael Keeley of MGK Risk Insurance. 

The luminary spotlight was on business and community members 
for pivotal contributions made to the founding and building of the 
Sacramento Urban League.  Shown L-R: Former Board member 
Shelton Duruisseau of UC Davis Medical Center presented 
Building for Tomorrow  by Board member Rosalind Hudnell - Intel;  
Dr. Howard L. Harris presented Founding Director  by Past Board 
Chair Susie Irwin- Enterprise Rent-A-Car; Henry Teichert -Teichert 
Construction (received by former Board member Fred Teichert) 
presented Founding Company  by Alisa Okelo-Odongo- PG&E; 
Marion Woods presented The Bridge Builder by Betty Masouka- 
SMUD; Dr. William H. Lee of  Sacramento Observer Newspaper 
(received by son Larry Lee) presented The Preservationist by 
Board member Chevo Ramirez- Wells Fargo; Board Chairman 
Ken Larson of KL Consulting presented New Technology  by 
Board member Kent Stoddard-Waste Management; Dr. Eugene 
Spencer presented 1st Chairman of the Board by Past Board 
Chair Linda Crayton Comcast. 

Sacramento Urban League Past Presidents Sylvester Mabry (1969-
72) George Dean (1979-91) were recognized for their leadership 
contributions to the development of the Sacramento affiliate. 
 Shown with President  James C. Shelby. 

To request your copy of the  
40 Years: Protest To Progress 
Dvd and 40th Anniversary 
Journal call 916-286-8667 
 or email: info@gsul.org. 

40th Anniversary Resolutions were presented to the 
President Shelby and Past Board Chair Linda Crayton 
of Comcast.  (Top Photos L-R) Regina Evans of the 
Governorôs Office; Susan McKee, District Director to 
Senate President Darrell Steinberg. (Bottom Photos  
L-R) Sacramento City Mayor Kevin Johnson; County 
Supervisor Roberta MacGlashan.   
Photos courtesy of Riverview Media Photography 

www.phototia.com 

 

  Salute to Big Band Swing Jazz 

April 30, 2009 
Hyatt Regency  
Sacramento 

For tables or tickets call 916-286-8622 

www.gsul.org 
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EMPOWERMENT AGENDA:  
 

Hope. Change. Unity. This black history month will be recorded in the annuals of our minds, 
hearts and African American legacy as a celebration of a dream come to fruition on January 
20, 2009.  As a  product of Jim Crow South, I never thought of me, a Mississippi boy, with 
his Tennessee bride would have the honor and the privilege to witness (in person, nonethe-
less) the swearing in of the first African American President of the United States. 
 

As we embark on an astounding new era of social change, we must look back and recog-
nize the impact of our actions when fueled by two powerful words, UNITY and CHANGE.  
As we address new levels of bias and mediocrity while aspiring to new levels of excellence 
and responsibility, let this new sense of hope remain the impetus for better made plans and 
unified action.  Let us pursue with this era of hope with renewed vigor and the support 
needed for those families and communities struggling to survive, day-to-day. To quote the 
late National Urban League President, Whitney M. Young, Jr., ñThe hardest work in the 

world is being out of work.ò  The passage of an economic stimulus package must not be looked upon as the re-
deeming solution to our current economic situation.  From each of us, it will take more hope, more unity, more 
change, and much more action. To whom much is given é much is expected. Recipients of stimulus benefits must 
make a ñmuchò concerted effort to create jobs for the jobless. Communities must their patronize businessesï and, 
under skilled workers, uneducated youth and adults must seek the resources to attain job skills and education 
equivalents.  Hope é Change é Unityé and the Economy are the new stimuli for the work of the Greater Sacra-

mento Urban League.  In the coming months, you will see a eco-focused Urban League as result of the new Green Career Custodial Training pro-
gram; a unified Urban League with the Twin Rivers Unified School District partnership that prepares high-risk Seniors 
to take the California High School Exit Exam (a preventive measure to curtail the alarming increase of High School 
dropouts). We have laid the foundation to equip our agency to counsel homeowners facing foreclosure. From corpo-
rate America to grassroots America our challenges are many.  However, they are OUR challenges.  In HOPE, UNITY 
and CHANGE, we can work thru the economic challenges of our Cities, Counties and State.  Yes, it is going to take 
time and plenty of resources.  But,  most importantly it takes commitment.  A commitment by the business sector to 
be innovative in employment development and job creation, a commitment by communities to be trained and re-
trained to meet employer needs. The ñchange -trainò has just pulled in to the station. We all gottaô get on board for 
the next stop is sure to be a better one.  The Urban League  will. What about you? Email  your comments to James C. Shelby at jshelby@gsul.org. 

President Barack Obama James Shelby and  
�J�U�D�Q�G�G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���´�.�H�Q�Q�H�G�\�µ���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���D�W���S�U�H-election  
fundraiser. 

James C Shelby 
President & CEO 

 

Brothers Lets Talk is a monthly roundtable of open dialogue between 
community leaders, partners, families and friends on the awareness of 
resources available to strengthen the family unit.  Everyone is wel-
come. ñWe have developed Brother Lets Talk to provide a direct pipe-
line of communicating resources in the community that meet the needs 
of our families. Our open dialogue platform affords the creation and 
assessment of quality services, efficiency of services,  managed redun-
dancy by communication within an established network of community 
service providers.  Collectively, our objective is to ensure we are good 
stewards of efficiency and the conduit for quality services to benefit our 
communityò. - Dr. Cedric Shelby, Pastor Christian Life Family Worship Center 

"Brothers Lets 
    Meets every 3rd Saturday at 10:00am 
    Christian Life Education and Activity Center  
     �y 916-927-9091 

Shell Oil Company 
hosted  Inauguration 
Reception in Washington 
DC. Attendees shown 
from center L to R: Odiri 
Pinnock�³GSUL Young 
Professional; Mrs. Mertie 
Shelby  and Donna  
Cherry. 

 

LaMark Barclay  

President 
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BLACK MARRIAGE DAY 
SATURDAY 
March 21st  
9:30am -2:00pm  
S.M.U.D. Community Service Center  
Rubicon Conference Room  
6201 S Street  
Sacramento, CA 95817  


